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New Zeal
care

about the welfare of animals. They are i
increasingly choosing to buy cage-free eggs
and free range meat.

Throughout the pandemic, meal kits and

food brands who deliver have had
significantly increased sales, all while hiding

the truth about the suffering of chickens "l
due to the abnormal breeds used.

Around the world, food businesses are
listening to the concerns of their consumers.
More than 500 have already committed to
improving the living and slaughter
standards chickens face on the farms in
their supply chain.

Whilst some food brands in Aotearoa have
committed to these standards, most food
businesses are lagging behind global
progress.

We stand with you to
fight for better.
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the vast majority of the chickens
raised for meat in Aotearoa come
from industrial farms that use
chickens selectively bred to grow
unnaturally and unhealthily fast,
reaching a size larger than a natural
adult chicken in just six weeks.

In New Zealand in 2017, The
Ministry for Primary Industries
issued a report on New Zealanders'
views of on farmed animals.

Over 95% of respondents
Because of their abnormally fast- agreed
growth, these birds face many

avoidable health problems such as Ulg te t
heart disease. A Ministry for Primary It is important that the

Industries study has found that up Welfare of farme.d animals
to a third of chickens are suffer from in New Zealand is
painful lameness?. protected.”

Due to the unnatural breeding and
terrible living conditions, every year
around 2,000,000 birds die before
they reach slaughter at six weeks? -
either on the shed floor, or removed
and Kkilled by a worker. This is
according to the industry's own
figures.

They are packed into sheds so tightly
that at the end of their life they are
left with roughly the size of an A4
page to exist in. The litter is never
changed in their short lives, forcing
them to live in their own excrement

évery year around V.
2,000,000 birds diey&

- ammonia fills the air and with legs before they reach
that struggle to hold their weight, slaughter at SiX
they often suffer from burns to their >
skin from the excrement left on the weeks
ground. _

A set of minimum standards developed by over 30 leading animal protection
organisations, known as The Better Chicken Commitment, has become the
global standard for chickens raised for food. These standards have now been
adapted for the Australia-New Zealand region by Animals Aotearoa and SPCA
with advice and support from many international organisations including
World Animal Protection and seven others.

1 Ministry for Primary Industries. New Zealanders’ views of the primary sector. (2017)
2 https/Mww.rnz.co.nz/news/in-depth/455865/pressure-on-takeaway-chains-as-domino-s-ditches-fast-chickens.
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The Better
Chicken
Commitment:

These standards ensure chickens have significantly
better welfare with the overdue shift to healthier

more naturally-growing chickens.




A number of the companies ranked have committed
to only sourcing so-called ‘free-range' chicken - an
industry-made standard, not endorsed by any
independent animal welfare group, which
unfortunately carries very little value to the welfare of
the animals.

Here's why:

- Free-range chickens are the same unnaturally
fast-growing breeds, with the fast growth being
the primary cause of chickens' suffering;

- Whilst called ‘free-range’, due to the difficulty
abnormally fast-growing chickens have in holding
their own body weight or walking, studies show
that many chickens never actually get outside;

- Although the stocking density inside on a free-
range farm is lower than the minimum legal
standard on fully-indoor chicken sheds, it fails to
meet the more meaningfully determined
standards of the Better Chicken Commitment.
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In 2021, Domino's became the first company In New
Zealand to commit to the Better Chicken
Commitment.

Consumers around the world are using their
purchasing decisions to ‘vote' for better welfare
standards for chickens, and across Europe, the UK,
the US and Canada, companies are signing up to the
Better Chicken Commitment.

There are more than 500 food-business
commitments to the Better Chicken Commitment
globally. These higher welfare standards are
becoming the industry standard in progressive
countries.

However, New Zealand food brands have been slow
to follow global progress when it comes to improving
conditions for chickens bred for meat.

“We can either wait, and have to join in
o the future, or we can be the ones that
Q lead the way and do the right thing,
& because that's the right thing to do."

Domino's

- Domino's New Zealand General Manager
Cameron Toomey
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This report was published in July/August 2022. These companies’ status will be
regularly updated at this link.

If you have any questions regarding this report, please contact
corporaterelations@animalsaotearoa.org.
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